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bibliography, language: English, abstract: Throughout the last centuries the English language spread all over
the world first and foremost due to the colonial politic of its motherland: Great Britain.Especially in the
Caribbean the British empire had a lot of colonies in the past - one, in fact the biggest one, of these was
Jamaica. Being one of the world s many English-speaking countries it is worth studying especially from a
linguistic point of view because it is one of the few Caribbean countries in which a standard English and an
English-based creole have been employed almost since its colonization. To get a precise picture of what English
is like in Jamaica one has to consider the history of the Jamaican languages as well as the present situation. As
a standard variety and a creole coexist in Jamaica, one has to look at both of them in isolation and at how they
influence each other. Therefore it will not only be of interest to examine the function and some of the linguistic
features of Jamaican English and the Jamaican creole but also the post-creole continuum. First of all, a look at
the history will make clear how the English language developed in Jamaica. The following chapters will deal
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