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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 edition. Excerpt: .Whatever might be her policy nearer home, in the colonies the
English Government in the eighteenth century uniformly opposed the eHorts of any one sect to oppress the
others.2. 1 See a very remarkable pamphlet of Franklin, called Cool Thoughts on the Present Situation (1764),
advocating the abolition of the proprietarygovernment in Pennsylvania. Franklin s Works, iv. 78-93.! In Carolina
a law had been passed depriving the Dissenters of their political privileges, but it was repealed by the King in
Council. Franklin s Works, iv. 84. Franklin adds, Nor is there existing in any of the American colonies any test
imposed by Great Britain to exclude Dissenters from oHice. In some colonies, indeed, where the Episcopalians,
and in others the Dissenters, have been predominant, they have made The circumstances and traditions of the
colonists had made them extremely impatient of every kind of authority, but there is no reason for doubting
that they were animated by a real attachment to England. Their commercial intercourse, under the restrictions
of the Navigation Law, was mainly with her. Their institutions, their culture, trleir religion, their ideas were
derived from English sources. They had a direct interest in the English war against France and Spain. They were
proud of their English lineage, of English greatness, and of English liberty, and, in the words of Franklin, they
had not only a respect but an aHection for Great Britain; to be an Old England man was of itself a character
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